YORK COUNTY
SOLID WASTE and REFUSE AUTHORITY

2700 Blackbridge Road, York, PA 17406-7901 Phone (717) 845-1066 Fax (717} 843-1544

August 2, 2012

Dear Municipal Official:

Beginning January 24, 2013, Pennsylvania’s “Covered Device Recycling Act” {Act 108)
will impact how your residents manage certain electronic devices. Under the Act,
“covered devices” include televisions, desktop and laptop computers, computer
monitors and computer peripherals (anything that connects to a computer such as a
mouse, keyboard, printer, etc.). Starting January 24, 2013 the Act prohibits the
acceptance of these materials at all Pennsylvania solid waste disposal facilities
and also prohibits residents from placing them at the curb for waste pick-up.
Under the Act, your waste hauler will NOT pick up electronic devices. Waste
haulers should place a sticker on electronic devices that provides directions for
where to go to properly manage them. '

Residents must now manage these covered devices by recycling them. The Act
requires manufacturers of covered devices sold or offered for sale in Pennsylvania to
make collection programs available to Pennsylvania residents for the recycling of their
covered devices. Though not required, retailers may also offer collection programs.
Both manufacturer and retailer collection programs for covered devices are required to
be free of charge, unless a coupon, rebate or other financial incentive of equal or
greater value is supplied. Currently, Best Buy’s York store, located at 2865 Concord
Road, also offers free recycling of covered devices. Staples also takes some items.
Residents should contact retail outlets prior to delivering items to ensure acceptance of
specific items.

The Authority accepts electronic devices for free at its electronics collection program
held the third Saturday of every month from 9AM to 1PM at our yard waste transfer site
located off of Flour Mill Road in Manchester Township. Examples of accepied items
include answering machines, compact disc players, electric typewriters, fax machines,
hard drives, laptops, mobile phones, modems, microwave ovens, pagers, personal
computers (CPU, monitors, keyboards, mouse, and peripherals), printers, printed circuit
boards, radios, remote controls, stereos, tape players, telephones/telephone equipment,
televisions, and VCR’s. Residents should Not Bring: Electric equipment (such as
toasters, hair dryers, wall clocks, air conditioners, dehumidifiers, or electric razors) OR
construction demolition, furniture, appliances (such as vacuum cleaners), white goods,
or household hazardous waste. o

Municipalities are invited to piggyback onto the Authority’s program and initiate their
own local collection of electronics. There is no cost to municipalities for the Authority’s



electronics vendor to properly manage electronics collected in a municipal program.
Municipalities that opt to conduct their own electronics recycling programs may deliver
their electronics to the Authority during the Authority’s monthly collection program, or
store materials collected under cover or under roof until pick-up by the Authority’s
vendor can be scheduled. The Authority currently reimburses participating
municipalities with the revenue generated by the weight of electronic items coflected by
the municipality. information about how your municipality can participate as a satellite
electronics collection site is attached. .

Also attached for your information is a Covered Device Recycling Fact Sheet from the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. Please feel free to contact
Gregg Pearson or Lauren Hayman if you have any questions about the Covered Device
Recycling Act. :
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Sincerel?, :

Ellen C. O’Connor
Manager, Community Services Division
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cc: G. Pearson, L. HaymanlYCSWA
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RECYCLING OF COMPUTERS, COMPUTER MONlTORS, TELEVISIONS AND
OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES o _

Because of technological advances that have tumed every household into an electronics haven, many
people are asking how they can recycle or properly dispose of their old or unusable electronic devices.

Many consumer electronic products contain heavy metals such as lead, cadmium and mercury as well
as other materials that are better kept out of the environment. In fact, the typical cathode ray tube
computer monitor (non-flat screen model) contains four to seven pounds of lead. Televisions,
depending on their size, may contain even more lead.

The Covered Device Recycling Act

A new state law was passed in November of 2010, the Covered Device Recycling Act (Act 108 of
2010), or CDRA, which addresses the recycling and disposal of certain “covered” electronic devices in
Pennsylvania. “Covered Devices” include desktop and laptop computers, computer monitors,
computer peripherals, and televisions.

The most notable impacts of the CDRA on Pennsylvania residents wili.be the establishment of
commonwealth-specific manufacturer collection and recycling programs for covered devices and the
upcoming disposal ban. D

Manufacturer Recycling Programs - Beginning Jan. 1, 2012, manufacturers of covered devices sold
or offered for sale in Pennsylvania are required to make collection programs available to Pennsylvania
residents for the recycling of their covered devices. Though not required, retailers may also offer
collection programs. Both manufacturer and retailer collection programs for covered devices are
required to be free of charge, uniess a coupon, rebate or other financia) incentive of equal or greater
value is supplied. : -

Disposal Ban - Beginning Jan. 24, 2013, landfills and other solid waste disposal facilities in
Pennsylvania will no longer be allowed to accept covered devices or their components. The CDRA
requires that these devices be recycled from that point forward. The disposal ban may affect the
curbside collection of these items by municipal waste pickup programs, unless the program is specific
to electronic materials.

(Note: Costs for permanent collection sites and one-day events sponsored by your county or local
municipality will continue to be off-set by grants from the Department of Environmental Protection
{(DEP), if they are not part of a manufacturer program.) '

Though these new recycling requirements for computers, monitors and televisions will not take effect
until Jan. 1, 2012, DEP urges citizens to know the facts and take steps now to “reduce, reuse and
recycle” these and other electronic devices, rather than discard them. '

For instance, in the case of computers, DEP strongly recommends that residents:

» Reduce the need to purchase a replacement computer by buying one with ample capacity for
- upgrades, selecting one that offers a buy-back option, or leasing instead of buying.

» Reuse a computer, for example, by giving it as a gift for a student graduation or other occasion,
by selling it through the want-ads, or by donating it to'a school or a nonprofit organization.

> Recycle a computer by taking it to a collection location that will send. it to- an electronics
recycler. . '




Why can’t | just put my electronic devices out with the trash?

Prior to Jan. 24, 2013, DEP reguiations do not prohibit households from setting electronic devices out
with reguiar household trash; and even when the disposal ban goes into effect, it will apply only to
desktop and laptop computers, computer monitors, computer peripherals and televisions. However,
DEP urges you to do your part for the environment by recycling or reusing as many of your electronic
devices as possible in order to imit the number of those items and their hazardous components from
entering the environment through fandfills and other disposal activities.

If you must discard an electronic device, DEP urges you to check with your municipality or county
recycling coordinator to find out about local options for proper disposal. To find information on your
county recycling coordinator, visit DEP's website at www.depweb.state.pa.us, Select ‘Waste,’
‘Recycling,” "Public Resources,” and then ‘County Recycling Coordinators,” or contact the Recycling
Hotline at 1-800-346-4242. :

Who would want my used computer? It’s an old model and it doesn’t have many programs.

Remember, “One person’s junk is another person’s treasure.” Because of the advent of computers,
most businesses and even high school students don't use typewriters anymore. A friend, your children,
a non-profit organization or a school might appreciate having your old computer, even if just for word
processing. ' :

Where can | take my electronic devices for recycling?

Many electronic items such as cell phones, computers and televisions can be recycled at local retailers
that sell the items. And, beginning Jan. 1, 2012, the CDRA requires that retailers of computers,
computer monitors and televisions provide customers with information on how and where to recycle
these devices. You can also continue to recycle your electronics at focal municipal or county recycling
events.

DEP maintains lists of various electronics recycling opportunities and collection iocations on its website
including county, municipal, non-profit, and retailer and manufacturer sponsored collection programs.
To view the current list, visit www.depweb state pa.us and select ‘Electronics Recycling’ from the ‘DEP
Programs A - Z' menu,

I don’t want computers to end up in our landfills. What cah_’l do to help?

Encourage your friends to join you in upgrading their computers when possible or in having their old
computers properly recycled. Become aware of those around you who could benefit from the donation
of a computer. Ask your municipaiity to consider sponsoring an annual or semi-annual coliection of
electronics if they do not already do so, or ufilize your municipal electronics collection events or
permanent collection sites if they are already established. T

associated with an electronics collection.
Where can I get more information?

For more information on the CDRA, visit www.depweb.state.pa.us (select ‘Electronics Recycling’ from
the ‘DEP Programs A - Z' menu), contact the Recycling Hotline at 1-800-346-4242 or contact:

Pennsyivania Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Waste Management S
Division of Waste Minimization and Planning

Rachel Carson State Office Building

P.C. Box 8472

Harrisburg, PA 17105-8472

Telephone: 717-787-7382

For more information, visit www.depweb.state pa.us, keyword: Electronics Recycling. _

DEP offers grants to municipalities of up to 50 percent of the developmental and operational costs

y L. . . ) Department of Environmental Protection
www.depweb. state pe. us Recycled Plpwg 2520-FS-DEP2501 Ruv. 32011



Guide to Become a Municipal Satellite of the YCSWA Electronics Recyding PFrogram

To register for this program, a municipality must provide:

Proof of $2M in general aggregate insurance coverage for collection site

Collection site map showing traffic flow and collection area

3. Anarea to store at least 10 pallets of electronic material under roof and off the ground (A
trailer can be provided for storage of material at a site that will accept electronic devices from
all York County residents and businesses)

Packaging material provided at no cost:

*  Wooden pallets

» (orrugated cardboard gaylord boxes

o Shrink wrap

Municipality must provide:

. Labor requured to collect, sort and package electronics for transportation to recyder

e Any desnred advert:smg in addition to a listing on YCSWA's website

It is helpful to have this equipment available:

* Pallet jack

¢ Fork lift or other equiprment to lift paliets of electronic material onto a transport trailer.

Approved Devices for Collection

Answering machine

Cell phone

Computers and peripherals
Computer mouse
Copier/Fax equipment
Desktop computer

Digital Camera

Disc player

Duplicator

Electric typewriter

Gaming products

Hard drive
Keyboard
Laptop
Mainframe

Microwave oven

Modem

Monitor

Power cord

Printed circuit board
Printer

Radio

Remote control

Stereo equipment

Tape player

Telephone equipment
Television

Testing equipment
Transparency equipment
Uninterruptible power
supply

VCR

Video camera



